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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: "should" in line 2 of 
the claim should read as "shroud". Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: "member" in line 10 
of the claim should read as "element", so as to remain consistent in language. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: "effecting" in line 13 
of the claim should read as "affecting". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 recites the limitation "said confining sleeve" in line 5 of the claim. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Applicant has provided an 
insufficient limitation for rendering an appropriate prior art search, and should elucidate 
with respect to the above-identified limitation and its relationship with other 
components/limitations within the scope of the claim. The examiner has based the 
below prior art rejections on the best-deemed interpretation. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ward (U.S. Patent 6371628). 

7. With regards to Claim 9, Ward discloses an adjustable spotlight fitting for use 
with an illuminated fiber optic bundle including: 

- A partially spherical pivot element [Figures 1-2: (35, 40)], wherein an axial 
passage [Figure 2: (175)] extends therethrough; 

- A pivot housing [Figures 1-2: (20)] supporting said pivot element for universal 
pivoting motion; 

- A focusing member [Figure 1 : (80)] mounting a focusing lens [Figures 1 -2: 
(280); Column 4, Lines 61-66], whereby said focusing member has a back 
portion [Figure 1 : (150)] mounted on a front portion of said pivot element and 
is axially movable with respect to said pivot element; 

- A flexible fiber optic cable [Figure 2: (200)] extending through the axial 
passage in said pivot element and terminating adjacent a front portion of said 
passage; 

- Whereby said focusing member is movable with said pivot element in pivoting 
movements thereof and being movable axially relative to said fiber optic cable 
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for affecting contraction and expansion of a light beam emanating from said 
fiber optic bundle and said lens. 

8. With regards to Claim 13, Ward discloses said pivot housing having a front end 
portion [Figure 2: proximate (120)] and an internal surface [Figure 2: (230, 260)] for 
movably seating said pivot element; and a locking ring [Figure 1 : (30); Figure 2: 
proximate (100)] adjustably engageable with the front end portion of said pivot housing 
and has confining surfaces [Figure 2: proximate (270)] bearing on said pivot element for 
locking and releasing said pivot element against and for universal pivoting movement 
relative to said pivot housing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ward (U.S. Patent 6371628). 

1 0. With regards to Claim 1 , Ward discloses an adjustable spotlight fitting for an 
illuminated fiber optic bundle including: 

- A pivot housing [Figures 1-2: (20)] having front and back ends and a hollow 
interior; 
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- A partially spherical pivot element [Figures 1-2: (35, 40)] received within said 
hollow interior for limited universal pivoting movement with respect to a 
confining sleeve [Figures 1-2: (30)]; 

- Said pivot element having front and back ends and having front [Figure 2: 
proximate (160)] and back [Figure 2: proximate (170)] coaxially aligned and 
connecting recesses; 

- A fiber optic bundle [Figure 2: (200)] having an outlet end [Figure 2: (205)] for 
the discharge of light; 

- Whereby the outlet end of said fiber optic bundle being received within the 
back recess of said pivot element, positioned to emit light forwardly through 
the front recess of said pivot element; 

- Means engaging said fiber optic bundle [Figure 1 : (90, 1 1 0)] adjacent said 
outlet end for positioning and retaining said fiber optic bundle within said pivot 
element; 

- An adjustable focusing member [Figures 1-2: (80)] having front [Figure 2: 
proximate (290)] and back [Figure 2: proximate (190)] end portions and 
mounting a focusing lens [Figure 2: (280); Column 4, Lines 61-66]; 

- The back end portion of said adjustable focusing member further including a 
tubular extension [Figure 2: (150)] adjustably positioned within the forward 
recess of said pivot element for limited axial movement therein relative to the 
outlet end of said fiber optic bundle; and 
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- Manually engageable locking means [Figure 1: (30); Figure 2: proximate 
(100); Column 4, Lines 1 1-46] for securing the pivot element in an adjusted 
position. 

Ward does not specifically teach the focusing lens being mounted in a front 
portion of said adjustable focusing member. However, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the 
lens in a front portion of said focusing member rather than in the back, since it has been 
held that rearranging parts of an invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Japiske, 86 USPQ 70. In this case, placing the lens at a front portion of the focusing 
member would permit easy access and facilitate cleaning of said lens. 

11. With regards to Claim 4, Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In 
addition, Ward teaches said pivot housing including an internal flange [Figure 2: (260)] 
for engaging and supporting a rear portion of said spherically contoured pivot element; 
and said manually operable locking means including a ring-like member [Figure 2: (105, 
140)] engageable with forward portions of said pivot housing and having a surface 
[Figure 2: (270)] engageable with a forward portion of said pivot element for securing 
said pivot element in an adjusted pivot position. 

12. With regards to Claim 5, Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In 
addition, Ward teaches said ring-like member [Figure 2: (105, 140)] threadedly 
engaging the pivot housing, whereby said pivot element can be locked in position or 
released for adjustment by manual rotation of said ring-like element. 
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13. With regards to Claim 6, Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In 
addition, Ward teaches said tubular extension [Figure 2: (150)] including an externally 
threaded portion; the front recess portion of said pivot element including an internally 
threaded portion [Figure 2: (160)] engaging with the externally threaded portion of said 
tubular extension; whereby rotation of said focusing member [Figures 1 -2: (80)] relative 
to said pivot element results in controllable axial focusing adjustment of said focusing 
member and said lens [Column 4, Lines 61-66]. 

14. Claims 2 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ward (U.S. Patent 6371628) as applied to Claims 1 and 6, respectively above, and 
further in view of Suman et al. (U.S. Patent 5070434). 

Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not specifically 
teach said adjustable focusing member including a reflective shroud with means 
provided at a forward end thereof for mounting a focusing lens (re: Claim 2), nor 
teaches an annular lens bezel removably engageable with said forward end portions of 
the reflecting shroud for securing the lens in position in said shroud (re: Claim 7). 

Suman teaches a focusing member [see Abstract] for a lamp assembly including 
a reflective shroud [Figure 1: (18)] having means at a forward end thereof for mounting 
a focusing lens [Figure 1 : (22)], as well as an annular lens bezel [Figure 1 : (24)] 
removably engaging said forward end portions of said reflecting shroud for securing the 
lens therein. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the spotlight fitting of Ward to incorporate the focusing member of 
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Suman so as to ensure good optical control of the illumination [e.g. direction/reflection, 
uniform dispersion]. 

15. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ward 
(U.S. Patent 6371628) as applied to Claim 1 above, and further in view of Bobrick (U.S. 
Patent 2922030). 

Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above. In addition, Ward teaches 
said pivot housing including an outwardly extending first flange [Figure 2: (180)] 
adjacent a front portion thereof adapted for engagement with a front surface of an 
external support [Figure 2: (240)], but does not specifically teach a clamping element 
positioned to engage said pivot housing and including an outwardly extending second 
flange adjacent a forward end of said clamping element such that the clamping element 
engages a back surface of said external support for mounting the spotlight fitting. 

Bobrick teaches an adjustable spot light including a pivot housing [Figure 3: (1 )] 
having an outwardly extending first flange adjacent a front portion thereof adapted for 
engagement with a front surface of an external support [Figure 3: (3)], as well as a 
clamping element [Figure 3: (10)] positioned to engage said pivot housing and including 
an outwardly extending flange adjacent a forward end of said clamping element such 
that the clamping element engages a back surface of said external support for mounting 
the spotlight fitting. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the spotlight fitting of Ward to incorporate the clamping element of 
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Bobrick to ensure a robust hold and attachment for said pivot housing to an external 
support [e.g. wall/ceiling]. 

16. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ward 
(U.S. Patent 6371628) in view of Suman et al. (U.S. Patent 5070434) as applied to 
Claim 7 above, and further in view of Ward (U.S. Patent 6058230). 

Ward ('628) in view of Suman discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but 
does not specifically teach a color disc being removably supported in said reflecting 
shroud and adjacent to a back surface of said focusing lens. 

Ward ('230) teaches a lighting fixture including a reflecting shroud [Figure 1 : 
(177)] that supports multiple optical elements [Figure 1 : (230)] adjacent to one another 
for an effect on the illumination, specifically a focusing lens and/or color filter [Column 5, 
Lines 32-50]. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the spotlight fitting of Ward ('628) in view of Suman to incorporate 
the color filter of Ward ('230) to provide an added effect on the illumination and improve 
overall aesthetics. 

17. Claims 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ward 
(U.S. Patent 6371628) as applied to Claim 9. above, and further in view of Camarota 
(U.S. Patent 6454439). 

Ward discloses the claimed invention as cited above, but does not specifically 
teach said adjustable focusing member including a reflective shroud with recessed 
means provided at a forward end thereof for mounting a focusing lens, nor teaches an 
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annular lens bezel removably engageable with said forward end portions of the 
reflecting shroud for securing the lens in position in said recess. 

Camarota teaches a lamp assembly including a reflective shroud [Figure 2: (26)] 
having recessed means at a forward end thereof for mounting a focusing lens [Figure 2: 
(30)], as well as an annular lens bezel [Figure 2: (32)] removably engaging said forward 
end portions of said reflecting shroud for securing the lens therein. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the focusing member of Ward to incorporate the reflective shroud 
with lens of Camarota, so as to ensure good optical control of the illumination [e.g. 
direction/reflection, uniform dispersion or specific pattern]. 

18. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ward (U.S. Patent 6371628) in view of Camarota (U.S. Patent 6454439) as applied to 
Claims 10 and 9, respectively above, and further in view of Ward (U.S. Patent 
6058230). 

19. With regards to Claim 1 1 , Ward ('628) in view of Camarota discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above, but does not specifically teach a light altering filter being 
removably supported in said recess and adjacent to a back surface of said focusing 
lens. 

Ward ('230) teaches a lighting fixture including a reflecting shroud [Figure 1: 
(177)] that supports multiple optical elements [Figure 1: (230)] adjacent to one another 
within a recess therein for an effect on the illumination, specifically a focusing lens 
and/or color filter [Column 5, Lines 32-50]. 
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It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the spotlight fitting of Ward ('628) in view of Camarota to incorporate 
the color filter of Ward ('230) to provide an added effect on the illumination and improve 
overall aesthetics. 

20. With regards to Claim 12, Ward ('628) in view of Camarota discloses the claimed 
invention as cited above. In addition, Ward ('628) teaches said pivot element having a 
rearward opening recess portion [Figure 2: (175)] surrounding a portion of said fiber 
optic bundle and having a diameter greater than a diameter of said bundle, as well as a 
compression element [Figure 1: (90)] being received in said recess portion in 
surrounding relation to said fiber optic bundle. However, neither Ward ('628) nor 
Camarota specifically teaches a retaining cap being secured to a back portion of said 
pivot element for placing said compression element under compression, whereby said 
fiber optic bundle is gripped and retained in fixed position relative to said pivot element. 

Ward ('230) teaches such a retaining cap [Figure 1 : (390)] that is secured to a 
back portion of a support tube [Figure 1; (175)] for placing a compression element 
[Figure 1: (370, 380)] that surrounds a fiber optic bundle under compression, whereby 
the fiber optic bundle is gripped and retained in fixed position relative to said support 
tube. 

It would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the spotlight fitting of Ward ('628) in view of Camarota to incorporate 
the retaining cap of Ward ('230) to provide a strong hold for the fiber optic bundle within 
the pivot element, thus ensuring appropriate illumination. 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,981 
Art Unit: 2875 



Page 12 



Allowable Subject Matter 



21. Claims 14-15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

22. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

With regards to Claim 14, the applicant narrowly defines and recites a focusing 
member that has a rearward extending tubular extension that joins with a reflecting 
shroud, wherein said tubular extension has an internal passage for slideably receiving a 
fiber optic bundle, and whereby said tubular extension is received within a forward 
portion of an axial passage through a pivot element. The prior art fails to teach or 
suggest the combination of structural elements disclosed and claimed herein, and all 
subsequent dependent claims are allowed. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art applicable 
to the current application, but are not considered exhaustive: 



Conclusion 



US Patent 3803400 to Ozawa; 



US Patent 5377087 to Yoon; 



US Patent 5404297 to Birk et al; 



US Patent 5560707 to Neer. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason M. Han whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2207. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JMH (7/21/2005) <} H 




Primary Examiner 



